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062-063 Micholitz to Sander





Singapore, 18/8/1888

To Messrs. F. Sander & Co., St. Albans

Dear Sir,

Enclosed please find Bill of Lading on 20 cases of plants, shipped on the 14th of this month, per S.S. Energia, agents of which steamer are Keller Wallis & co, the agents of the North German Lloyd. The cases contain 1 –16 Cypriped[ium] curtisii and Cypr. hookerae, of which latter I enclose a few dried flowers, the morphology of which corresponds exactly to the description Williams gives in the Orch[id] Gr[ower’s] Man[ual], only he says the petals are ciliate which is not the case as you may see on the flowers. Cases 17 – 20 contain Renanthera lowii. Well, I hope the plants will arrive in good condition. Your letter from July 12th to hand, allow me to tell you that Cypriped[ium] pitcherianum was not published by Linden, but by the curator of the botanical gardens Cambridge Mass., USA, whom I have the honour to know. The description you will find in the Gard. Chronicle from January 14th this year – page 42. 

You say in your letter I did not tell you what new plants Roebelen had got, well, you can hardly expect him to tell me what he has got, it is the same with Boxall, I only told him what I had heard from other people. As to my not telling you what Roedel and Ericsson were doing, I can only say, please kindly remember that last year when I was at home you not even told me that you had sent Roedel out to Siam. Besides this, I had not the pleasure to know him, how on earth shall I then know about his doings ? As to Ericsson, well, he arrived here with curtisii, intending to bring them home. He received your letter and your telegram telling him to collect that new Cyprip[edium]. In your letter you told him: ”Don’t even tell our people about it”, which latter injunction he sensibly did not follow.  He at least told me about it which was very wise, because if something happened to him, where would you be then ? I know about it because I brought them home last year. But after this you can hardly expect me to tell you what Ericsson is doing, the more since I had good reason to hope that Ericsson had told you all about his intentions.

As to the Cypr. curtisii, well, Ericsson thought he would be back in four weeks  with the new C. and he intended to bring the whole lot home, which idea was not bad since four weeks could not make much difference and C. curtisii is a very tender thing. And although I suggested to send them home as I am not Mr. Ericsson’s chief, and he did not like the idea of sending them home, I simply did not interfere and I undertook to cultivate them until he arrived and they certainly did not suffer under my treatment. I beg that you will not think that Mr. Ericsson and I are enemies, on the contrary, I always give him my opinions and counsels which I think in your interest, but I have made it my principle never to interfere where I have no authority to do so. At all events I believe it hardly just on your part to blame me for other peoples’ blunders. I do as much as I can and you must not think that it gives me any pleasure to receive letters like the one from 12th July. I am quite willing to be blamed where I deserve it, but certainly not for other people, especially in cases like these where first and foremost you have not placed the slightest confidence in me, though I am sure you have no reason to mistrust me, and where I had no business to meddle with at all.

I do not think I shall be able to get Cypr. niveum, for ….Anoectochilus I have sent out a man and Phal[aenopsis] grandifl[ora]. I also hope to get. Please address all further letters to W.M., c/o Adolfo Richter, Escolta 15.

Trusting you are quite well I remain,

yours faithfully,


W. Micholitz.
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